
The staff and I continue to be concerned at the number of students 
who repeatedly arrive late to school each morning.  Whilst we have 
seen a big improvement in recent weeks, you are reminded that 
classes commence at 08:45am each day (Wednesday is the exception 
when classes start at 09:55am). 

It is extremely disruptive to student learning if they are starting each 
day 30 minutes behind.  We seek your support to help us create a 
solution to this issue.  You can access the KAMAR parent portal at any 
time to see if your child has been arriving late. 

During term 3 our Whaitake (Be Responsible, Be Respectful, Be a 
Learner) focus will be on being a learner.   

The behaviour expectation of being a learner encompasses many 
things, but fundamentally we ask for your support in the following 
areas: 

 Ensuring your child attends school as much as possible.  Our school 
goal is at least 85% attendance. 

 Ensuring your child is on time to school, ie, is in the school grounds 
by 8:40am on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and by 9:50am 
on Wednesdays 

At Papatoetoe High School we want our students to have the best 
opportunity to be successful, and that starts with being at school as 
much as possible, and also being on time to school.  We would 
appreciate your assistance in discussing the importance of attendance 
and punctuality at home. 

As always, we really do appreciate your support. 

 

V R Couillault 
Principal    
 

Over the coming weeks we will also be seeking your support to ensure 
students are appropriately prepared for school—uniform is an 
important part of this.  Please let your child’s form teacher or dean 
know if being in the correct uniform is an issue for your family.  See 
our website for uniform details (click here). 

There are some significant changes to the way we will run preliminary exams in 2020 
compared to previous years.  These changes have come about due to effects of Covid-19 and 
the amount of time students have had at school this year.  The key points are listed below: 

 There will be no study leave for preliminary exams for any senior students in 2020.  We 
want to keep students at school and learning as much as possible. 

 Weeks 9 and 10 of term 3 have been set aside as assessment weeks where any preliminary 
examinations will take place.  There will be no school trips during these two weeks to 
ensure all students are at school.  Preliminary exams are for those students who are sitting 
external exams at the end of the year. 

 The preliminary exams will be conducted during normal timetabled lessons over the course 
of these 2 weeks (in one-hour blocks). 

 Evidence necessary for any derived grades that might be needed for the external exams 
will be collected during these preliminary exams. 

 Students who are not sitting external exams at the end of the year, or are only sitting a 
small number of external exams will continue to work on internal assessments during 
these assessment weeks. 

Any preliminary exam conducted during weeks 9 and 10 will be under formal exam conditions 
to allow students the opportunity to practice for the external examinations at the end of 
the year. 

Application forms are now available from the school office and also on our website.   It is 
recommended that all in-zone enrolment applications for 2020 be submitted as soon as 
possible.  There is no automatic right of entry for any student living outside the home zone.  
This includes brothers/sisters of present or former students of the school currently living 
outside the school zone.  An out of zone application form must be completed and received at 
the school office by 4pm on Friday 25 September 2020.  If a ballot is required, this will take  
place on Tuesday 14 October. 

In the coming weeks, students in Y10-12 will be asked to complete option choices for 
2021.  We want parents/caregivers to be part of this process.  Should you wish to seek any 
further information about the process, how to make any changes to options going forward, 
information on what the course handbook contains/means, please contact your child’s form 
teacher in the first instance.  Email contact information for all staff is available on our website 
here.  We will be commencing option selection on 17 August. 

https://www.papatoetoehigh.school.nz/school-uniform
https://www.papatoetoehigh.school.nz/staff-directory
https://www.papatoetoehigh.school.nz/staff-directory


Keep informed by visiting the calendar 
on our website. 

Click here 

Thursday 30 July 
Sports group  photos 

Friday 25 September 
Out of zone enrolment applications close 

Friday 25 September  
Term 3 ends 

Wednesday 30 September  
School  Ball 

Monday 12 October 
Term 4 commences 

Monday 26 October 
Labour Day holiday 

 

We have a big group of 23 students working 
towards gaining the Duke of Edinburgh Award this 
year. We would like to thank Auckland Challenge 
for sponsoring us.  It has been challenging during 
the lockdown but most have adapted remarkably 
and kept going.   On June 26th and 27th we did our 
Bronze Training walk at Tawharanui Peninsula, 
staying in tents at Sandspit Camping ground. We 
managed the walking very well, dodging the rain 
but it was very windy. The storm hit that night— 
one group found out that it is essential to erect 
your tent correctly otherwise it will leak.  Luckily 
the camp kitchen was dry. The following day we 
revised our itinerary and decided not to risk re-
entering the bush—instead we walked around 
Sandspit. We would like to thank Mr Dada for 
helping out with this trip. 

On the last Friday of the school holidays a small 
group who were unable to go on our practice went 
to Hunua to do a day walk. They did very well 
pitching a tent in the bush and making hot 
chocolate on a hiking stove. The walk was 
strenuous but we all made it.  

This term we have several trips away for all the 
different levels of the award, starting with a Bronze 
Qualifying walk early next month.   It is a pleasure 
to help these young people attain their award.   
Jackie Venter and Heather Hart. 

Thanks to all the students who performed and helped out at 
the International Performance Day. What a fun end to term 
2! The performance videos will be available to view next 
week. Performers please drop a named USB stick to student 
reception if you would like a copy of your performance. The 
USB sticks will be delivered to you after the performance 
has been copied. 
 

Notices for the School Ball have been sent to families of all 
Year 12 & 13 students.  A hard copy of the notice and 
permission form is available outside student reception. 

The 2020 Papatoetoe High School ball has been moved to 

Wednesday 30 September (first week of the Term 3/4 
holidays) at the Ellerslie Events Centre. The theme of this 
year’s ball is “Interstellar”. Students are expected to be 
dressed in formal clothing for this event. There will be Halal 
food and vegetarian options for the evening meal.  

The cost of each ticket is $100.00 which must be paid in full 
to the school by Tuesday 22 September, along with a 
completed ball permission slip. If your son/daughter is 
bringing a partner who does not attend Papatoetoe High 
School they will need to fill in a special permission form, 
which must be signed by both partner’s parents and the 
Associate Principal before tickets can be purchased.  Both 
tickets must be purchased at the same time. Tickets are on 
sale from now until Tuesday 22 September. 

Here are the seven songs written and recorded by PHS students that placed in the Play It Strange Youthtown Songwriting Competition.   They 
are mixed, mastered and ready for you to add to your playlist!!  
‘Show Me’ – Skylah & Ozarius - https://playitstrange.bandcamp.com/track/show-me-skylah-hewett-ozarius-tuua 
‘Me & You – Mayank Kumar - https://playitstrange.bandcamp.com/track/me-you-mayank-kumar 
‘Upgrade’ – Han, Lizzie & Nathaniel - https://playitstrange.bandcamp.com/track/upgrade-nathaniel-mulliaina-papalii-lizze-anderson-han-pham 
‘Embrace The Struggle’ – Angel Saili - https://playitstrange.bandcamp.com/track/embrace-the-struggle-angel-saili 
‘Truth’ – Victoria Stephenson - https://playitstrange.bandcamp.com/track/truth-victoria-stephenson 
‘Miss You’ –  November Falls (David, Mayank, Rushil & Zae) - https://playitstrange.bandcamp.com/track/miss-you-david-sua-xzavior-savage-
simeki-rushil-kumar-mayank-kumar 
‘Ko Au’ – FIVE (Caitlin, Cindy, Ipolani, Jill & Nicole feat. Flo & Joseph)- https://playitstrange.bandcamp.com/track/ko-au-nicole-winter-ipolani-
magalei-jill-pauu-cindy-ngyuen-caitlin-jenkins 
 

Also, Skylah and Ozarius placed first in Manukau for Smokefree Rockquest Solo/Duo and are now eligible for national final selection. https://
youtu.be/pRuvhuKCIl4  
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