
Message from  the Principal: 
This term, Mr Couillault takes a well-deserved sabbatical 
and it is my honour to step up as the acting principal for 
term 2. Mr Williams takes over as the acting associate 
principal and we see Mrs Griifiths continue on as acting 
deputy principal moving across to look after Kauri house. 
We also welcome back Dr Dobric who returns from a term 1 
sabbatical.  

As we lead into the start of term 2 it is important to 
remember that each term builds on the last as we work 
towards the end of the year. The collective efforts of all and 
the attention to detail will make the difference to any level 
of achievement in the classroom, on the sports field or on 
the stage.  

Our finalised NCEA results for 2018 have been published 
and I am extremely pleased and proud to announce that our 
results have continued to move upwards and our students 
have again produced outstanding results in 2018. The 
students’ hard work and commitment to their learning has 
been rewarded and we should all be very proud of their 
accomplishments. I would also like to congratulate the staff 
who have made a significant contribution in their dedication 
and commitment to the pedagogical practice at our school 
and played such a significant role in these pleasing results. It 
is now important that we continue to encourage our 
students to build on this and continue to achieve as well as 
they possibly can. 

Parents/caregivers are reminded that the parent portal will 
allow you to have access to your child’s achievement and 
progress data which is current and accessible at any time. 
Simply logon to the parent portal (http://
portal.papatoetoehigh.school.nz/index.php) and start to 
explore the attendance, achievement and engagement 
information that applies to your children. If you are unsure 
how to login, please contact our main office or student 
reception and they will be able to assist you to get started.  

This term also sees the winter sports season commence and 
it is very pleasing to see the large numbers of students who 

are contributing to the co-curricular programme at 
Papatoetoe High School. Your help and support in ensuring 
that they arrive on time to matches, practices and meetings 
is also greatly appreciated.  We encourage all parents/
caregivers to come and support the various codes 
throughout the winter terms. 

The school is currently developing a programme looking at 
digital citizenship and we will be doing some valuable 
teaching and learning around safe and appropriate use of 
digital technology. To support what we are doing here at 
school, parents are urged to discuss the dangers and 
potentially serious consequences of inappropriate posting 
with their sons and daughters. Further information and 
specifically relevant advice can be accessed via Netsafe -
 https://www.netsafe.org.nz/advice/parenting/ 
Thank you all again for your support of the school and your 
children’s learning. As I move around the school I have the 
opportunity to see the amazing work that is going on and I 
am very proud of the achievement of our students and the 
hard work of our staff. I leave you with this final quote 
which reminds us about taking care of the little things that 
make a big difference. 

“If you are going to achieve excellence in big things, you 
develop the habit in little matters. Excellence is not an 
exception, it is a prevailing attitude.” – Colin Powell. 

 R Govind 
Acting Principal    

Keep informed by visiting the calendar 
on our website.  Click here 

Noon Friday 24 May 
Nominations for board of trustees 

election closes. 

Friday 31 May & Monday 3 June 
Queen’s birthday break 

Noon Friday 7 June 
Voting for board of trustees closes 

Friday 5 July  
Term 2 ends 

Wednesday 10 July  
School Ball 

Monday 22 July 
Term 3 commences 

Friday 27 September  
Term 3 ends 

 
Monday 14 October 
Term 4 commences 

Monday 28 October 
Labour Day holiday 

Nomination forms are being posted and eligible voters on 
the school’s parent electoral roll should receive these in 
the next few days.  If you do no receive a form, please 
contact the school—your address may need updating on 
our database. Nominations must be received by the 
returning officer, Brian Dettling, before noon 24 May. 

Tupu Youth Library in Otara is hosting 
free 2-hour NCEA study sessions on 
Thursday evenings for students studying 
NCEA level 1, 2 and 3.   You need to sign 
up at the library , on Facebook.com/
TYLibrary or by clicking here.   

On Thursday 16 May, students will have 
the opportunity to get advice on a variety 
of careers.  With forty providers  in the 
school hall to answer questions, students 
are bound to find inspiration for their 
career direction. 

http://portal.papatoetoehigh.school.nz/index.php
http://portal.papatoetoehigh.school.nz/index.php
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/advice/parenting/
https://portal.papatoetoehigh.school.nz/index.php/calendar
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd2fx2AG7O9JAhqVj8iMkgUpNgCb4vd_oHElMNCKOr-D_wOJw/viewform


What is a school board of 
trustees? 
Almost all state and state 
integrated schools in New Zealand 
have a board of trustees. School board membership 
includes parent representatives, a staff representative, 
a student representative (where there are students 
above year 9) and the principal.  
Who can become a trustee? 
Parents, caregivers and people from the wider 
community can put their name forward to be on a 
school board during the board of trustee elections. 
What do trustees do? 
The board is accountable to its parents and community 
and for student progress and  achievement. Here are 
some specific things a board does: 

 Sets the strategic direction and plans for the school 
and monitors the school’s progress against them. 

 Monitors and evaluates student progress.  

 Oversees the management of staff, property, 
finances, curriculum and administration. 

 Ensures that the educational needs and aspirations 
of Maori learners, Pasifika learners and learners with 
special learning and behaviour needs are identified, 
planned for and met. 

 Fulfils the intent of the Treaty of Waitangi by valuing 
and reflecting New Zealand’s dual cultural heritage. 

 Appoints and supports the principal and assesses 
their performance. 

What skills do trustees need? 
Trustees are active leaders in their schools and need to 
work well in a team, ask challenging questions and 
have good communications skills. Boards need a 
balance of skills and experiences around the table to 
ensure effective processes for planning, monitoring, 
reporting and reviewing of the school’s performance 
are in place. 
What help do school trustees get? 
New Zealand School Trustees Association provides free 
advice around employment and governance, support 
and resources. 
NZSTA also provides a variety of professional 
development opportunities for trustees. 

Hutia te rito o te harakeke 
Kei hea te komako e ko 

Mea mai ki ahau 
He aha te mea nui o te ao 

Maku e ki atu 
He tangata! 
He tangata! 
He tangata! 

Te Whanau o Rautoetoe celebrated their achievements at Polyfest with a 
fantastic evening of performance and kai. It was great to start term two 
with a positive and unifying event.  The students were presented with their 
certificates in front of their proud families before performing their Polyfest 
bracket and serving a fantastic hangi meal to their supporters.  Overall our 
kapa haka rōpu finished 8th out of 24 secondary schools throughout the 
greater Auckland region, which was an improvement on 9th place in 2018. 
Our Kaitātaki Tane and Kaitātaki Wahine both placed 3rd for their leadership 
roles on stage. We also placed 3rd for our Whakaeke and 4th for our 
Whakawatea. 

It was an honour to have Member of Parliament Peeni Henare and his 
partner, Skye, travel from Wellington to attend the special occasion.  An 
enormous thank you to the parents and whanau members who worked so 
hard to make the night a success.  Preparing a hangi for approx. 130+ 
people is a big task and we couldn’t have done it without the help of some 
amazing parents.   

Thank you very much to all those family members who attended; we really 
value and appreciate your support.  

https://www.trustee-election.co.nz/


Here are some tips on how to keep well this winter 
 Get the Flu Vaccination   
 Keep well by eating a healthy balanced diet and drinking 

lots of water 
 If your son/daughter has a sore throat please remind 

them to see the nurse at school. Remember Rheumatic 
Fever usually starts with a sore throat 

 A warm dry house can prevent winter illness:  open 
curtains during the day and close them before night;  
stop cold air getting in by stopping draughts around 
windows and doors;  open windows each day;  wipe off 
any water (condensation) on walls and on the inside of 
windows; remove any mould/mildew with a 50:50 
solution of water and white vinegar; dry your washing 
outside or in the garage 

 

Auckland Healthy Homes Initiative (AWHI) is offering a free 
service in Counties Manukau to support families to have a 
warm, dry, healthy home.  AWHI can assist with  insulation, 
ventilation, curtains, heating and much more. You can self-
refer by phone 09 9503326, text 021 712266, visit 
www.nhc.maori.nz/awhi or email: referrals@awhi.co.nz  
 

Keep unwell students at home and take them to your family 
doctor.  Ensure the school has your current phone numbers  
in case the nurses need to phone you.  Any student with a 
temperature will be sent home. 
 

Update:  40 cases of measles in Auckland this year 
 Measles is a virus and can make adults and children very 

sick. 
 It is spread through sneezing, breathing and coughing. 
 Measles symptoms include a high fever, runny nose, 

cough and sore red eyes. A few days later a rash starts 
on the face and neck, and then spreads to the rest of the 
body. You can have measles and spread it to others 
before you feel sick or show any symptoms. 

 If you think you have measles, it’s important to 
immediately seek medical advice. But ring before 
visiting your doctor to let them know you think you may 
have measles. 

 The best protection against measles is to be vaccinated 
with two doses of the measles, mumps, rubella vaccine. 

 The vaccine is free for everyone born from 1 January 
1969. If you were born before then, you are likely to 
have had the disease as a child and therefore already be 
immune. 

 

Where can I seek advice or find out more about measles?  
Free phone Healthline on 0800 611 116  
The Ministry of Health website www.health.govt.nz  
The Auckland Regional Public Health Service website 
www.arphs.health.nz 
The Immunisation Advisory Centre website – 
www.immune.org.nz (or free phone 0800 466 863) 

We have had some wonderful trips so far this year for Richards Centre students.  

Everyone enjoyed the walk at 
Conifer Grove on 7 May. It was a 
lovely, calm day and most on the 
trip had not been there before. The 
aim for these trips is to get out and 
about and get to know our 
community.  

The Botanic Gardens has lots of 
corners to explore. The students 
were interested to find out that one 
of our staff members, Mr Scott, had 
helped to design and make one of 
the sculptures there in his previous 
job! 

Maraetai was lots of fun and it was 
great finding out that some 
students had never been fishing 
before, had never caught a fish or 
had never had a swim in the sea! 

http://www.nhc.maori.nz/awhi
mailto:referrals@awhi.co.nz
http://www.health.govt.nz
http://www.arphs.health.nz
http://www.immune.org.nz


Term 2 sees the start of our busy winter sport programme, 
where sport operates six days a week on a regular basis.  We 
have a large number of students representing the school in 
various sports.  They are expected to be fully committed by 
attending trainings regularly and making sure they are available 
for game days.  If for whatever reason a student is not able to 
attend a training or game it is their responsibility to let their 
coach or manager know.  Students are also reminded to ensure 
they read the daily notices each day for any important 
information that is relating to their sports teams. 

Please keep an eye out for our positive message sandwich 
boards over the year promoting the school’s sports values of 
respect, pride, co-operation and community spirit.   

Sports Fees/Contracts:  With the majority of our winter sport 
teams getting finalised, sports contracts for each team have 
started to be emailed out to parents/caregivers.  The sports 
contracts contain important information regarding expectations 
of playing sport in Papatoetoe High and have the necessary 
details around training days/game days/transport and sports 
fees.  Please print off the sports contracts and return them to 
the sports office ASAP.  If you do not have access to a printer  
let the sports co-ordinators know and they will print the 
contract out for you.  Sports fees are charged to help contribute 
to the operating costs of the sports programme.  We do our 
best to keep these low but fees are set by the requirements of 
each competition.  Paying school sports fees is no different to 
paying a membership at a sports club.  If you are unable to pay 
upfront we do encourage regular part payments.  Please ensure 
you have all sports fees up to date.  If you have ay questions 
regarding sports fees please contact the school sports co-
ordinators on ext. 718 or ext. 716.   

As a large amount of communication is done via  email, we ask 
parents to ensure they check their emails regularly for any 
important information. 

Mouth Guards/Socks: A number of sports (Basketball, Hockey, 
Rugby League and Rugby Union) have a compulsory mouth 
guard requirement.  We sell mouth guards for $5.  As part of 
the sports playing uniform all students playing football, hockey, 
rugby union and rugby league should have the correct school 
sports socks.  We sell these for $16.  Please pay at the Bursars 
office and bring your receipt to the sports office. 

Counties Manukau Tennis Championships: For the first time in 
six years, Papatoetoe High attended the Counties Manukau 
Tennis Championships with six students competing.  The 
students braved through some heavy rain during the day and 
managed to complete all their scheduled matches before the 
rain really set in during the afternoon.  We had positive results 
from the following students: 

Deenarees ‘Aloua (Year 12) came 5th in the Senior Girls Singles 

section winning three of her four matches by 6-0 

Jordan Gow and Akram Khan (Both Year 9) had a good showing 
against some much older opposition and finished 3rd in the 
Junior/Intermediate Boys Doubles section 
We are looking to rebuild our tennis programme and have 
made a start by having a number of 
students take part in lessons in Term 
1 thanks to the Sunnyside Tennis 
Club. 

Ashley Porter: Over the recent 
school holidays Ashley Porter (Year 
12) represented New Zealand at the 
International Taekwondo Federation 
World Championships held in 
Germany.  Ashley had a successful 
showing at the competition winning a 
bronze medal in the Junior Girls 
Sparring section and a silver medal in 
the Junior Girls Speciality section.  A 

special thanks goes to everyone who took part in some 
fundraisers within school to help contribute to the cost of 
getting Ashley over to Germany.  Well done Ashley!!! 

Sports Results: A handful of teams have got their competition 
season underway already this term.  The majority of other 
teams will be underway by week 3 of this term.  Here are the 
results from last week: 

 Girls 1st XI Hockey beat Baradene 3rd XI 5-1 in their first 
game of the season 

 Open Girls Basketball lost to Pukekohe High 67-5 

 Open Boys Basketball lost to Sancta Maria 51-40 

 Boys 1st XI Football lost 2-1 to Mahurangi College in the first 
competition game of the season. 

Boys 1st XV Rugby lost 34-28 in an exciting first up competition 
match.  The 1st XV would like to thank Kiwi Coaches for 
sponsoring a bus for each home game and New Flava Barbers 
for providing player of the day vouchers.   

Sports Office 
  278 4086 Mrs Bos ext 718 
  Mr Crossan ext 716 
https://www.facebook.com/papatoetoehighsports/ 

https://www.facebook.com/papatoetoehighsports/


 
 
Students: 
 

Be responsible 
Be committed to all trainings, meetings and games 
Be on time to all trainings, meetings and games 
Let your coach or manager know if you are unable to attend a meeting, training 
or game (please do this yourself and do not rely on teammates to do this for you) 
Wearing the required and correct clothing, footwear and equipment at trainings, 
games, pre-match and post-match 
Play within the rules of the game 
No deliberate foul play or fighting 
Report any injuries that require medical attention to your coach or manager asap 
Report any serious injuries to your coach/manager and sports co-ordinator (this 
includes concussion) 

 

Be respectful 
Make your coach’s/manager’s job easier by being committed and appreciative to 
your team (remember they are giving up their time and without them you would 
not be playing) 
Be proud to represent your school, win, lose or draw 
Wear the Papatoetoe High School sport uniform with pride 
Respect your teammates, opposition, officials and spectators 
Make positive comments towards teammates, opposition, officials and 
spectators 
Respect the decisions made by referees/officials  

 

Be a learner 
Have high standards of classroom behaviour and a strong work ethic 
Contribute in setting up and packing away equipment or fields (this includes 
cleaning the changing rooms) 
“have fun” 
Always give 100% at trainings and games (never give up) 

 
 

Parents/spectators: 
 
Be supportive of your son’s/daughter’s team and their team 
members 
Please be help your son/daughter by ensuring they are on 
time and available for all trainings and games 
Please be welcoming to opposition teams 
All comments should be positive to all players (including the 
opposition) 
Clap good play from both sides 
No abuse to match officials (they generally do this on a 
voluntary basis and without them there is no game) 
Do not go on to the playing surface at anytime during a game 
(this can affect your teams result with the loss of competition 
points and you will be asked to leave the school grounds) 
When visiting other schools please respect their facilities, their 
rules and traditions (these vary from school to school) 
Please put your rubbish in the surrounding bins 
Strictly no smoking, alcohol or drugs at any school sports 
event 
No pets on the schools grounds 
If you have any issues with poor crowd behaviour please 
report to the nearest staff member or adult involved with the 
game, any serious issues please contact the school sports co-
ordinators as soon as possible 
Please feel free to ask about offering assistance with making 
your son’s/daughter’s sporting experience more enjoyable 
(transport, coaching, officiating or any other behind the scenes 
help) 

 
Your support is appreciated and we thank you for being 
positive at Papatoetoe High sports events 

 
You will be remembered for what you say and how you act! 


