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Kia ora koutou 
 
COVID-19 update 
As you will have seen over the weekend, the announcement on Friday resulted in Auckland 
staying at alert level 2.5 for another 10 days.  This will mean we will continue to operate as we 
have this week until such time as the alert level changes in mid-September.  I refer you back to 
previous newsletters should you wish to refresh yourself about what this means onsite.  What 
is important as our school year continues in earnest, is that important to restate the messages 
from the Ministry of Health (that schools are safe to attend) and from the Ministry of Education, 
that children are required to attend school at alert level 2.  Thank you to all of you who have 
contacted us to let us know of specific details relating to you and your family and we appreciate 
your support at this time. 
 
Project72 
Every year in Term 4 Papatoetoe High School gives all Year 9 and 10 students the opportunity to 
take part in Project 72. This year Project 72 will be run from 7th to the 8th of December depending 
on the Covid-19 alert level at this time. This event was designed several years ago in response 
to changes in the junior school curriculum and is regarded as an important part of the school 
year.  The 2-day event (3 days for camps) allows students to learn in a very different context 
from the usual 5 lessons a day in the classroom. Our staff devise lots of different projects for 
students to choose from, these range from overnight camps, to a series of day trips based 
around a theme, to totally school-based projects such as crafts or art workshops.  
 
Year 9 and Year 10 students choose their top 3 projects.  We have included projects with a range 
of different costs to cater for everyone. These projects were presented to students in an 
assembly which form teachers will continue to advertise to students over the coming weeks.  
Students can select their preferred project and make payment as appropriate from 8.00am 
Tuesday 8 September. 
 
ClassroomNZ2020 online courses 
You may be interested to know that we are using ClassroomNZ2020 to support some of our 
students in areas we think will support their learning this year.  The Ministry of Education is 
making available ClassroomNZ2020, a new platform with a range of online courses, as an interim 
support for learners until the end of February 2021. 
 
These online courses were developed by Te Aho o Te Kura Pounamu (the correspondence 
school) and can help support students’ learning as they transition back to learning in school after 
the disruption of COVID-19.   For more detailed information, click here. 
 
Assessment weeks (14 – 25 September) 
A reminder that week’s 9 and 10 of this term have been set aside as assessment weeks for 
students in year 11-13 to complete preliminary exams and other internal assessments.  
Preliminary exams are for those students who are sitting external exams at the end of the year.  
The preliminary exams are very important as they can be used as evidence for a derived grade 
if a student cannot attend external examinations at the end of this year for valid reasons.  Covid-
19 has caused two disruptions to the school year already and there is a chance external 
examinations could be disrupted if we have another outbreak resulting in a higher alert level 
once more.   This makes the gathering of evidence through our preliminary exam cycle even 
more important than is usually the case. 
  

https://www.papatoetoehigh.school.nz/newsletters
https://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-to-support-distance-learning-during-COVID-19/Information-on-ClassroomNZ2020
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Some key points about how (assessment) weeks 9 and 10 will run are below: 
• There is no study leave for any student during preliminary exams 2020 as we want keep 

our students learning at school as much as possible.  Students are required to attend 
school as normal throughout this time. 

• There is no late start on Wednesdays during weeks 9 and 10.  The school will begin at 
8:40am every day for all students, regardless of year level. 

• Students will sit their preliminary exams in normal timetabled lessons and classrooms.   

• The MCAT (Maths Common Assessment Task) will take place in the hall.  Maths teachers 
will provide students with specific details. 

• Students not involved in preliminary exams will continue working on internal assessments 
in their regular classes. 

 
School Ball 2020 
It is with great regret that we have made the decision to cancel the 2020 School Ball.  We had 
attempted to postpone from the term 2 holidays until a new date in the upcoming term 3 holiday 
break, but our current alert level status in Auckland combined with the cautious approach to 
moving down the alert levels means that we cannot be certain that we will be able to hold a 
social gathering with more than 300 people.  Given that the ball is an event that results in 
significant expense, it is not sensible to persist and have families spend large sums for an event 
that is not guaranteed to be able to occur.  We know our community will be disappointed with 
this news, but we appreciate your understanding and support despite your disappointment.    
 
As always, stay safe, follow the rules, look after each other and feel free to email us using covid-
19@papatoetoehigh.school.nz if you have any specific concerns surrounding our current 
lockdown approach, or simply require information. 
 
Nāku iti noa, nā 
 
Vaughan Couillault 
Principal 
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