
The country we live in since we last spoke has experienced 
the sort of trauma and loss that, up until recently, has only 
ever occurred overseas.  Whilst we have been united in our 
grief and support for all those affected by the events in 
Christchurch, I have been honoured to witness the way in 
which our students, staff and wider community found 
strength, found empathy and found the courage to 
continue. 

In the aftermath of these events, a significant number of 
messages have been sent to communities with advice and 
guidance on how to access support and I would reiterate all 
of these messages.  Should you need any assistance, do not 
hesitate to call us, and we will be there to support you or 
refer your situation to those better placed to meet your 
needs. 

As many of you will be aware, PolyFest 2019 was not able to 
wrap up as it normally would and a large number of 
performers had their opportunity to demonstrate their skills 
cancelled.  Many of the stages concerned have made their 
own arrangements with regard to assessments, etc and 
whilst unfortunate, the decision made was fully 
supported.  Our own International Week takes place this 
week as we dive into school wide celebrations of diversity 
and culture.  International Week culminates in the group 
performances on Friday which, weather permitting, will be 
held on our outside stage and families 
welcome.  Unfortunately if the weather means we are 
forced to move inside, families will not be able to be 
accommodated in the hall and we ask that you do not try 
and attend, as we simply cannot fit students and the 
community in the hall.  We appreciate your support and 
understanding in this matter. 

In late April, the final NCEA results will be published and I 
am incredibly proud of the achievements of those involved 
in NCEA last year.  Our internal calculations show continued 

growth at all levels.  These are our best NCEA results ever 
and we are all very proud of our students’ achievements. 

This week we farewell Mr Randal Walker, Head of Learning 
Support, after more than 20 years of service at Papatoetoe 
High School.  He leaves us having created a learning support 
programme that has made a difference, that has helped 
learners significantly and that is now an important part of 
what we do here. 

I was fortunate enough to gain a sabbatical award from the 
Ministry of Education which I will be taking in term 2.  I am 
excited to engage in the research project and take some 
time to reflect on best practice in teaching and learning.  In 
my absence, Mr Govind will be the acting principal, Mr 
Williams the acting associate principal and Ms Griffiths will 
continue as the acting deputy principal.  I wish them all the 
very best as they lead the school throughout term 2. 

V R Couillault 
Principal    

Keep informed by visiting the calendar 
on our website.  Click here 

Friday 12 April  
Cultural Performances /Term 1 ends 

Friday 19-Tuesday 23 April 
Easter weekend 

Monday 29 April 
Term 2 commences 

Friday 31 May & Monday 3 June 
Queen’s birthday break 

Friday 5 July  
Term 2 ends 

Wednesday 10 July  
School Ball 

Monday 22 July 
Term 3 commences 

Friday 27 September  
Term 3 ends 

 
Monday 14 October 
Term 4 commences 

Monday 28 October 
Labour Day holiday 

Digital Citizenship:   We thank the Papatoetoe High School community for supporting our BYOD 

(Bring Your Own Device) journey. Our years 9 and 10 learners are definitely benefitting from being able 
to have access to their own devices at school. However, some students appear to be leaving their 
devices at home which makes it difficult for teachers to deliver content in a digital manner.  We ask for 
your continued support by encouraging your child to bring their device to school on a daily basis. 
We understand that the BYOD journey is new for students, teachers, and whānau.  With this in mind, we 
have been focussed and committed to looking at ways to encourage students to behave responsibly and 
respectfully when learning in a digital space. In keeping with our school behaviour expectations of “Be 
Responsible”, “Be Respectful” and “Be a Learner”, we have spent time this year developing ideas and 
resources around how we can approach this as a PHS community. 

We will continue to keep you informed of progress in our journey.  Please don’t  hesitate to contact the 
school if you have any questions. 

https://portal.papatoetoehigh.school.nz/index.php/calendar


Tongan Cultural Group:  Fe’ofoaki Paea, Lupetina 

Faleafa, Gabriel Ng Wun and Ema Iki lead our group of 
fifty students for 2019. With the capable tutoring of 
Viliami and Unisi Paea, the whole group has grown and 

developed skills 
in the performing 
arts. In the 
process, students 
have learned and 
gained an 
appreciation for 
the Tongan 

culture and language, especially the significant number of 
non-Tongan students.  One of the highlights of the 
journey was the positive attitude and commitment shown 
by the students throughout the preparations towards the 
annual event. The student leaders role modelled 
expectations and wanted input to key decisions around 
the organisation of the group. The stress-free 
preparations were a testimony to their communication, 
organising and managing skills. They can be proud of their 
efforts. The group thanks Sarah Woods, our school arts & 
cultural coordinator, for her continued tireless efforts.  
Also to Pesi Pohiva, Momota Sefesi and Brittany Bowler 
for supervising the practices. 

The Hawaiian group performed on the Diversity Stage at 
Polyfest on Friday  15 March. This year the group was 
made up of 10 girls representing a number of different 
cultures and nationalities, all eager to learn more about 
Hawaiian culture and language and proud to perform 2 
different Hawaiian dances. The leaders were Ipolani 
Magalei and Mikayla Ng Wun and the group was tutored 
and supported by the Magalei family. The girls rehearsed 
hard and performed beautifully on the day. They bravely 
chose to sing acapella during their entrance and exit and 
their voices were clear despite the nerves. The girls 
danced very well and looked amazing in their costumes, 
which they made themselves. Hana maika’i girls! Fijian group. 

Congratulations Silika Isaia on being the 2019 
recipient of the OMAC Incubator Scholarship at 
the Pacific Music Awards Nomination 
Announcement event. This is a significant 
scholarship which will cover tuition, mentoring, 
recording, production and other music related 
expenses. She also performed two of her original 
songs accompanied by Rachel Fagan and received 
overwhelming feedback from the professional 
artists and managers!  See her performance here: 
www.facebook.com/pg/papatoetoemusic 

The Sāmoan group are hyped up and ready to 
perform at our annual international day 

celebration!  

The Vietnamese culture was strongly 
represented with grace and beauty at 

Polyfest.  

NZQA FEES: Generally, the 
maximum cost to students is 
$76.70 ($20.00 for those who 
complete the financial assistance 
form or have a community 
services card).  Financial 
assistance forms can be collected 
from student reception or 
downloaded by clicking here 

Fees can be paid between now 
and August, but if you  have a 
community card it is advisable to 
bring the card into the school and 
register for the discounted 
amount as soon as possible. 

The international department recently bid 
farewell to five students from Japan – 
Nana, Makoto, Seiryu, Kazuki and 
Ikuto.  They enjoyed their time in New 
Zealand, making new friends and learning 
new handshakes!  They found Kiwi students 
to be very friendly but also very noisy!  We 
wish them all the best for the future.   

http://www.facebook.com/pg/papatoetoemusic
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/qualifications-and-standards/qualifications/ncea/Application-For-Financial-Assistance.pdf


The summer sports season is concluding and preparations are 
underway for the busy winter sports season in terms two and 
three.  We are pleased to see so many of our students 
represent the school in a variety of sports such as archery, 
athletics, cricket, orienteering, volleyball and waka ama so far in 
2019.  A number of winter sports are in their pre-season phase 
with trainings and trials taking place.  Students are reminded to 
read the daily notices each day to find out the necessary 
information regarding meetings, trainings and trials for the 
various sports they wish to represent for the school this year. 

Sports Fees and Contracts:  Students who represented the 
school in term 1 are reminded that their sports fees are now 
overdue and should be paid as soon as possible.  We do our 
best to make sport affordable at Papatoetoe High 
School.  Sports fees are charged to help contribute to the 
operating costs of the sport such as competition entry fees, 
transportation and equipment.  School sports fees are no 
different to a sports club charging annual membership 
fees.  Students should have 2018 sports fees paid up to date by 
now as well.  Sports contracts for the winter season including 
the necessary information for the specific team will be handed 
to students or emailed to parents early in term 2 once teams 
have been finalised.   

Sports Help: We are still looking for adequate adult support to 
help manage the following sports teams this year: 

 Netball: Senior B and Senior A 

 Basketball: Under 15 Boys, Under 17 Boys Girls 

We are also looking for referees/umpires across all our winter 
codes.  If you are able to please assist in anyway please contact 
the school sports department. 

Archery:  The sport of archery continues to be popular 
amongst our students.  This year we were able to have one 
extra team in the Auckland Secondary Schools Archery 
competition.  Our teams have significantly improved over the 
years and we are starting to see the benefits of regular 
competition.  Our C team finished 2nd in their section winning 4 

matches out of 5.  Our D team also managed to get 2 wins out 
of 5 matches.     A big thanks to Mr Renouf and Mr Champion 
who coached and managed our archers this year.    

Athletics:  The school athletics day took place on 19  February 
at Massey Park.  This year we tried a new format based around 
the five start athletics programme.  Students took part in five 
athletic disciplines and gained points depending on their race 
times, jumping heights or throwing distances.  The students 
who placed in the top three of their age group are:   
Junior Boys 
3rd: Wesley Tu'u 143 points 
2nd: Ethan Brokenshire 145 points 
1st: Samuela Samuels-Fakaoselia 
193 points 
Intermediate Girls 
3rd: Thao Thach 231 points 
2nd: Lourdes Tuiala 232 points 
1st: Genesis Davey 235 points 
Intermediate Boys 
3rd: Jeremiah Talavou 320 points 
2nd: Truce Hadfield 328 points 
1st: Tony Malamala 372 points 
Senior Girls 
3rd: Pania Thomas 119 points 
2nd: Jasmine Talavou 164 points 
1st: Peaches Peters 189 points 
Senior Boys 
3rd: Solofua Toleafoa 322 points 
2nd: Temu Jonassen 341 points 
1st: Jordan Falana'i 364 points 

A big thanks to all the staff and Year 13 students who helped 
operate stations on the day to make it successful. 

Counties Manukau Athletics: Four students represented the 
school at the Counties Manukau Athletics Championships held 
in early March at Massey Park.  The following students gained 
top 10 placings: 

Solofua Toleafoa (Year 13): 4th equal - Senior Boys High Jump 

Tony Malamala (Year 12): 8th - Intermediate Boys Long Jump 
and 1st – Intermediate Boys Javelin 

Greater Auckland Athletics:    Two students represented the 
school at the Great Auckland Athletics Championships held at 
Mount Smart Stadium on 20 March. 

Faithleen Tou (Year 11): 1st in her category for Shot Put, Discus 
and 100 metre wheelchair race 

Tony Malamala (Year 12): 2nd in the Intermediate Boys Javelin 
with a throw of 42.14 metres 

Cricket: In a rebuilding year the Senior Boys cricket team had a 
positive season in the Senior B competition.  They finished with 
3 wins and 1 loss with 2 games cancelled due to rain.  The team 
also won a close match in a friendly against De La Salle.  The 
main highlight of the season was chasing down 155 against St 
Peters with one over to spare.  There was a number of useful 
contributions throughout the season with Meet Lal (Year 11), 
Ayush Varma (Year 10) and Harminjit Singh (Year 13) scoring a 
number of runs.  In the bowling department Ayush and Harmjit 
took regular wickets.  The team would like to thank Mr Narayan 
who assisted Mr Crossan with coaching, scoring and transport.   

Orienteering: The sport of orienteering continues to be 
popular with over 40 students taking part regularly throughout 
the Counties Manukau Secondary School Race Series.  This year 
we had some students who performed consistently well over 
the 6 races and finished in the top 10 of their age group.  They 
are as follows: 

Senior Girls 
Kelly Nguyen (Year 12): 6th Overall 
Harleen Nagra (Year 12): 7th Overall 
Emily Ma (Year 12): 10th Overall 

Senior Boys 
Idrees Hamid (Year 12): 8th Overall 

A big thanks to Mr Ladkoo who managed the large group on 
Monday afternoons.   

Sports Office 
  278 4086 Mrs Bos ext 718 
 Mr Crossan ext 716 
https://www.facebook.com/papatoetoehighsports/ 

https://www.facebook.com/papatoetoehighsports/


Tag: The South Eastern Zone Tag tournament took place on 2  April at Bruce 
Pulman Park.  Our Senior Girls and Boys teams both played to a high 
standard and dominated their respective pools.  Both teams went through 
pool play undefeated.  The Boys finished 3rd in the B section.  In pool play 
they had good victories against Seventh Day Adventist, Pacific Advanced 
School and Aorere College.  They lost their semi-final to Nga Tapuwae before 
beating Mangere College 7-6 in the 3rd and 4th playoff.  The Girls went 
through the day undefeated, winning the Girls B section which included a 
whopping 22-0 win over Botany Downs.  Their defence was very strong only 
conceding one try in pool play.  In the semi-final they beat Sancta Maria 10-1 
and won a narrow final against Pakuranga College 3-2. 

Thanks to ex-student Ricshay Lemanu as well as Layton and Courtney Punga 
who coached and helped prepare the teams for the tournament.  Also to Mrs 
Bos who went with the teams for the tournament.   

Volleyball: The Senior Girls team made great strides over this year’s season 
and the girls improved from week to week in their competition.  They 
finished the Southern Zone competition 6th out of 12 teams including winning 
their last two matches 2 sets to 0 against Southern Cross 1 and Southern 
Cross 2.  The team also went to the Auckland Secondary School 
Championships held at Bruce Pulman Arena, and the team finished 4th in 
Division 3 winning 3 out of 6 games.  This included two strong wins on the 
opening day against Onehunga High 2 and Rangitoto College 2.  A big thanks 
to Eric Salanoa and Mrs Bos who coached and managed the team this year.   

Waka Ama: Our Waka Ama crews had a strong showing at the Auckland 
Secondary School Regatta held at the start of March at the Orakei Basin.  Our 
crews had the following places, finishing 3rd overall throughout the day:   

 Novice Mixed Under 19 W6 Championship Final: 1st 

 Under 19 Boys W6 Plate Final: 1st 

 Under 19 Girls W6 250 metre Championship Final: 2nd 

 Under 19 Girls W6 500 metre final: 1st 
The crews also went to the National Secondary Schools Regatta in Rotorua 
where they gained the following results:   

 Under 19 Girls: Championship Semi Finalist 

 Under 19 Boys W6 250 metres : 4th Bowl Final 

A big thanks to Mrs Kaumoana who coached and organised the crews this 
year.  Also to Mrs ‘Aloua who offered great help down at the nationals.   

 

Science corner… 
 
Congratulations to our two Y10 teams who participated in the Vector 
EPro8 Challenge; they placed joint second and go through to the 
regional semi-finals being be held in the last week of term.  
Team:   ADAPTTAD Team:  Cos I said soh 
 Taranjot Dhaliwal  Deago Tataurangi 
 Aryan Patel  Vandan Bhatt 
 Azmaan Din  Amanpreet Saini 
 Talha Ashraf  Fergus Lee 
 
 
Congratulations also to two of our environment members, Albert 
Nguyen and Junior Kiro-Tupai, who have been selected to attend 
Auckland Council’s 2019 Young Leaders Sustainability programme, 
supported by the Manukau Harbour forum and run in association 
with mana whenua. The programme will run for four days during the 
April school holidays. 
They will, together with forty other students from across the 
Auckland region, participate in a range of activities to learn about and 
connect with the domain of Tangaroa (atua of ocean, seas and fish) 
and learn about the key issues facing Auckland’s harbours and 
coastlines. They will participate in workshops to explore leadership 
and develop their knowledge and understanding of Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi.   We wish them well and look forward to their continued 
contribution to our sustainability efforts here at school.  

Measles  
Is your son/daughter immunised against Measles?  There have been 
12 confirmed cases of Measles in Auckland.   

Measles is a highly infectious viral illness that can be very serious.  

Measles symptoms include a high fever, runny nose, cough and sore 
red eyes, followed by a rash starting behind the ears and spreading 
to the body a few days later.  The virus spreads easily from person to 
person through the air, via breathing, coughing and sneezing. 

If you think you or anyone in your family has Measles symptoms, it is 
important to call before visiting your doctor to avoid spreading the 
virus in the waiting room.   The Measles vaccination is given at 15 
months and 4 years old. If you are not sure if your son/daughter has 
had the measles vaccination, check with your family doctor. 

For more information please see  the Ministry of Health  or Auckland 
Regional Public Health Service websites 

https://www.health.govt.nz/
https://www.arphs.health.nz/
https://www.arphs.health.nz/

