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Kia ora koutou 

As term 3 wraps up I want to thank everyone for the commitment to our school and the support 

we have received from all over the place as we continue to try our very best to meet the needs 

of all our students, whanau and staff. 

I would like to say farewell to Ms Chantelle Hamilton who has been working in physical 

education whilst Ms Louise Jones-Fonokalafi has been on maternity leave.  We wish Chantelle 

all the very best for the remainder of this year and for her career ahead. 

We also say a brief farewell to Miss Danielle White, who is taking a short period of leave to travel 

to and teach in France.  We know that she will enjoy a real adventure over the next 8 months 

and look forward to her returning to school in term 2 of 2021. 

Smokefree Tangata Beats 

Smokefree Tangata Beats is a live, original music, nationwide, youth event that recognises and 

reflects the unique cultural identity of Aotearoa New Zealand and the South Pacific. 

The Smokefree Tangata Beats competition aims to be 

a platform for developing and growing young music 

talent in Aotearoa.  Smokefree Tangata Beats aims to 

motivate young musicians to prove their ability with 

cultural relevance and realise the heights they can 

reach in their music careers, and to encourage their 

peers to support 100% original Aotearoa Kiwi music. 

We are very proud to acknowledge that our school 

band “Jam and Jelly” won first place in this year’s 

competition.  An absolutely fantastic piece of work 

from a highly motivated and talent group of people. 

 

Healthy School Lunches Programme 

The Government is currently introducing a free, healthy, daily school lunch in some schools for 

all students.  We are excited to let you know that our school will be joining the free lunch 

programme from April 2021. 

All parents want to provide their children with a lunch every day. But, as you will know, there 

are many reasons parents can struggle, often through no fault of their own. We know that some 

of you will have been particularly affected by the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Offering a lunch for all our children who need it will go some way to helping families and whānau 

to support their children and tamariki. Therefore, we have decided to take part in this 

programme. 

Lunches will cater for the diet, health, and cultural needs of our students, and we will work with 

suppliers and the Ministry of Education to make the lunches are healthy and nutritious. All 

suppliers will be required to meet New Zealand food safety standards. 

The lunches will be available for all our students. While we know there are hungry children in 

every community, we do not always know who they are. Providing a lunch to every child means 

we do not need to single-out those who need it more than others. However, lunches are not 

compulsory, and you can continue to provide your child’s own lunch if you wish. 
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Right now, we are working with the Ministry of Education on the best way to meet our school’s 

needs. So far, we have opted to select an approved supplier once the Ministry’s open tender 

processes have been completed.  We will be asking for feedback in the coming months as the 

process continues to progress. 

The programme will run until the end of 2021 and will be evaluated whilst it is running. This will 

include feedback from schools, students and suppliers about what the lunches are like, how they 

are delivered, and if they have an impact on students’ learning and achievement. This 

information will help to decide whether to continue beyond 2021, and what an ongoing 

programme might look like. 

You can find out more about the programme here.  If you have any further questions, please 

contact our main office, or the Ministry at school.lunches@education.govt.nz.  

Exams at Alert Levels 1, 2 and 3 

NCEA exams are able to proceed at Alert Levels 1, 2 and 3.   

In the unlikely case that a region or regions were placed under Alert Level 4, exams will not be 

able to go ahead in those regions as schools are not open onsite at that level. 

At all alert levels:  

• If a school is at the centre of, or implicated in, an outbreak or cluster and/or has been 

closed by the Medical Officer of Health, exams will not be able to take place until public 

health authorities give approval. 

• Anyone who is unwell must stay away. 

• Because physical distancing will be in place for all exams, there are no restrictions on 

the number of students attending an examination in a single venue (such as the school 

hall). 

Several additional health measures will be applied including:  

• Requiring students to stay away if sick. 

• Handwashing before entering the exam room and hand sanitiser at the entrance room. 

• High touch surfaces will be cleaned before each exam session. 

• Ensuring there is a gap of 1.5 metres between students in all directions. This provides 

enough distance between students, so they aren’t touching or breathing directly on 

each other and enables supervisors to walk safely between desks. 

• An isolation room will be available to isolate a student (or staff member) who may 

become unwell. 

• Contact tracing systems are in place. 

• Face coverings are not required in any exam setting, however individuals who choose 

to wear a face covering will be supported to do so. 

 

At Alert Level 3 there are additional requirements for any exams to proceed. These have been 

agreed by the Ministry of Health and are detailed on the NZQA website.  Click here for more 

detail about exams proceeding should we be at alert level 3. 

Term 4 2020 

Term 4 is always full of action in a high school and this year will be no exception.  We have a 

little bit more learning time than usual this year, due to the external exams being moved later 

in the year as a COVID-19 response.  This means that we will have 4 full weeks of learning time 

to support students before we begin examination leave for senior students.  I am hopeful that 

when we return to school in term 4, we will be at alert level 1 and our attendance rates improve 

https://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/overall-strategies-and-policies/wellbeing-in-education/free-and-healthy-school-lunches/
mailto:school.lunches@education.govt.nz
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/About-us/Publications/Covid19-Updates/Requirements-for-exam-centres-at-Alert-Level-3.docx
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significantly as a result.  Should you require any information about how things are being done 

at school at alert level 1 and 2, please email us at covid-19@papatoetoehigh.school.nz. 

We have a wide range of support programmes in place to support students, whatever it is that 

they happen to require.  We would encourage you to contact the school should you have 

questions or  need support with learning progress, qualifications, career advice, pathways 

advice, anything really as we are here to help in any way we can. 

Finally, we hope you get a chance to enjoy the school holiday break and look forward to seeing 

all students back on campus on Monday 12 October, ready for the first lesson at 8:40am. 

 

Nga mihi nui 

Vaughan Couillault 

Principal 
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