
 

SPECIAL NEWSLETTER – 3 JUNE 2020 

Attendance & Assessment 

Kia ora koutou 
 
Thank you for your support during the last few months, as together we united against the challenges of 
Covid-19.  Alert Levels 3 and 2 brought relief for many families and whānau, as it was once again safe for 
their children and young people to physically attend school. 
 
Getting back to a normal routine is important for the health and wellbeing of your children and being around 
their peers and teachers will help students feel in control and reassured.  As I write this letter, more than 
80% of students have re-engaged with school life since we returned to business at school. 
 
Regularly attending school really matters when it comes to your child’s learning and their future. We are 
here to help and will be happy to talk about any challenges re-engaging at school.  As you know, children 
under 16 are legally required to attend school every day, unless they are unwell. If they are unwell, please 
let us know so we can support you. Otherwise, we look forward to seeing you all back at school. 
 
In addition to getting to school to get learning back underway, we are also reminding students and parents 
that school starts at 8:45am and students need to be in the gates and ready to walk through their classroom 
door by 8:40am (Wednesday is 9:50am).  We seek your support to negotiate the traffic that is starting to 
increase, to get students up and motivated early and to get them in the gates, on time, ready for learning. 
 
Senior courses 2020 
The Covid-19 lockdown has presented schools with several challenges, as I am sure you are aware. Due to 
the time lost I have asked all our Heads of Learning to look through their senior courses and to strip them of 
NCEA standards that are deemed to be non-essential in terms of providing enough credits for students to 
gain qualifications at their NCEA level. Most of your child’s learning programmes will be streamlined to 
ensure they have the best chance of gaining success. We are aware that some students who have remained 
on track throughout the lockdown period may wish to continue to attempt the standards as per the original 
learning programme. These students may be able to still do so in consultation with their classroom 
teachers/Heads of Learning. 
 
Changes to NCEA and University Entrance (UE)  
Today NZQA announced several changes to NCEA that give students a fair opportunity to achieve 
qualifications and awards despite the disruption to teaching, learning and assessment from COVID-19, while 
preserving the integrity of NCEA and UE. These changes apply only for 2020.  The additional changes are: 

 Students working towards an NCEA can gain additional credits, based on the number of credits they 
achieve during the 2020 school year. For every 5 credits a student achieves towards their NCEA through 
internal or external assessment, they can be awarded an additional 1 credit. Students at NCEA Level 1 
are eligible for up to a maximum of 10 additional credits while those at Levels 2 or 3 are eligible for up 
to a maximum of 8 additional credits. These will be known as Learning Recognition (LR) credits. 

 Students will be awarded a certificate endorsement if they achieve 46 credits at Merit or Excellence 
level, rather than the usual 50.  

 Students achieving 12 credits at Merit or Excellence level in a course – rather than 14 – will be awarded 
a course endorsement. 

 Current UE requirements have been reduced to 12 credits in three UE-approved subjects, from 14 
credits in each of three approved subjects. Students still need to attain NCEA Level 3 and meet the 
literacy and numeracy requirement to be awarded University Entrance. 

 
If you have any queries or concerns regarding course content or the NCEA changes, feel free to communicate 
these directly to the Heads of Learning, Deans or Senior Leadership Team by email or call us on 278-4086. 
 
Kia kaha! 
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