
Message from the Principal 

Over the last week of term, I had the privilege of joining the Samoa Malaga with students in years 12 
and 13 studying the language and culture.   It was a fabulous learning experience and I want to thank 
all on the malaga, and congratulate Mr Timo Morisa for organising such an amazing learning 
experience.   

As you will be able to see from the events list in this newsletter, this time of year is extremely busy 
and we all need to do our best to stay on top of deadlines, expectations and our revision 
programme.  Seniors will soon be able to work from home when study leave commences in early 
November.  It is really important to make the most of this time if preparing for external exams.  Stay 
away from the PlayStation and the lure of online gaming, and focus attention on the revision 
programme that you have prepared.  Remember also, that staff are available over study leave, so feel 
free to flick them an email and arrange a time to get that piece of last minute clarity and assistance. 

We are holding some special NZQA assemblies on 17 October and these will  clearly outline the 
expectations of students around exam time.  If you were away, missed a message, can’t recall a key 
point or have managed to misplace your exam entry slip…get in to student reception early and sort 
out what you need to do in order to get things right. 

The team looking after the XCEL programme will continue through the study leave time, so that we 
give you every chance of getting the qualification that you need/deserve at the end of this year.  For 
some of you, that may require you coming back in after study leave commences.  Look at this as a 
chance to take on that last “push to the finish line”, and think of the way you will feel when the results 
come back to you in January and you have got all you need in order to move on to the next stage in 

your academic/employment journey. 

Good luck to all of you who will be attending 
award ceremonies over the coming weeks, and 
thanks so much for your effort and contribution 
so far.  Being the Principal of Papatoetoe High 
School is a pretty cool job, because of the 
amazing students and staff that I get to deal 
with every day. 

V R Couillault, Principal     

2019 Badges for Term 3 Be a Learner most recognition 

points by year level and house. 
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Y9 Jordan Gow, Latishna Kumar,  
Navya Saxena, Shruti Swartika,  
Jackson Te Rehu 

Y10 Merci Seiuli, 

Y11 Harmit Kaur, Steve Lao, 

Y12 Ly Eng Leng 

Y13 Hayley Rydon (Y14) 
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Y9 Danielle Hulme 

Y10 Jason Duong 

Y11 Shane Feced 

Y12 Lisa Aujla 

Y13 Malisa Harford, Abdul Moeez 
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Y9 Balijeet Kaur 

Y10 Deborah Su’a Falaniko 

Y11 Harjinder Singh-Randhawa 

Y12 Katty Loek Zhou 

Y13 Emalen Loamanu 
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Y9 Sawanpreet Singh 

Y10 Vandan Bhatt 

Y11 Harith Dumpala, Serena Mau 

Y12 Zhen Zhang 

Y13 Ayoshna Aachal,  
Rebecca Kilpatrick 



Fri 18 & Mon 21 Oct Senior art folio exhibition Senior Art folios will be on display in the hall  during school hours. 

Wed 23 Oct Measles immunisation clinic For info email nurses@papatoetoehigh.school.nz 

Thurs 24 Oct Sports Awards at 7:00pm  

Tues 29 Oct Arts Awards at 7.00pm 
This event celebrates student achievement in “The Arts” subjects 

and also Cultural Performance.  

Thurs 31 Oct 

Years 9, 10 and 11 attend as usual. 

Years 12 & 13 only attend prizegiving  
 

Year 11 prizegiving at 11:30am Year 11 then on study leave. 

Years 12 & 13 prizegiving 6:30pm Please be seated by 6.20pm 

Fri 1 Nov House assemblies 
All year levels attend. 

Years 12-13 then on study leave. 

Tues 5 Nov 
Year 13 graduation dinner  

Doors open 6pm 

Tickets $55.  Pay bursar and collect ticket from student reception.  
Manukau Events Centre, 15 Norman Spencer Drive, Papatoetoe..   

This event is for Papatoetoe High School year 13 students only and 
semi-formal dress is to be worn. 

Fri 8 Nov NCEA exams start Click here for NCEA timetable  

Tues 12 Nov– Fri 15  Nov 
Junior exams—all exams held during 

periods 1 & 2 

Tues 12th Y9 Science Y10 English 
Wed 13th Y9 Mathematics Y10 Social Studies 
Thurs 14th Y9 Social Studies Y10 Mathematics 
Fri 15th Y9 English Y10 Science 

Mon 2-Tues  3 Dec Project 72   

Thurs 5 Dec  

Year 10 Prizegiving at 10.00am  

Year 10 Prizegiving in school hall 10.00am (guests to be seated by 

9:50am). 

Year 10 students released to go home at 11.15am 

Year 9 Prizegiving at 1.30pm 

Year 9 Prizegiving in school hall 1.30pm (guests to be seated by 

1.20pm). 

Year 9 students released to go home at 2.30pm. 

Mon 3 Feb Years 10-13 start  

Tues 4 Feb Year 9 students start Years 10-13 don’t attend 

Wed 5 Feb School on full timetable  

Thurs 6 Feb Waitangi Day holiday  

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/ncea-exams-and-portfolios/external/national-secondary-examinations-timetable/


Tournament of Minds: Representing NZ at International Finals! 
Our Tournament of Minds team has the honour of travelling to 
Tasmania to represent New Zealand at the International Tournament in 
two weeks! The team has worked hard to earn this opportunity, winning 
the regionals and receiving honours at the National Tournament in 
Wellington last month.  

Tournament of Minds is a problem-solving programme for multi-aged 
teams of students who work together to solve a demanding, open-
ended challenge and present their solution to a panel of judges. The 
purpose of Tournament of Minds is to enhance the potential of our 
youth by developing diverse skills, enterprise, time management, and 
the discipline to work collaboratively within a challenging and 
competitive environment. Nazihah Buksh, Kate Dinh, Akram Khan, Imran 
Hamid, Leilani Kwan-Him, Khushi Rathod and Lana Tang have put 
impressive commitment, energy and teamwork into getting this far. 

Of course, both the National and International Tournaments are big trips 
and we wouldn’t have been able to attend either of them without 
fundraising! We’d like to extend a huge thank you to The Cheesecake 
Shop, Hygiene House, and Gold Star Training, who helped us get to 
Wellington, and to CPC Asia Pacific Limited, The Auckland Council and 
the Otara-Papatoetoe Local Board, and TJ Reid, who have helped us so 
far with the cost towards the trip to Tasmania. We also have an extra-
special thank-you for PAK’nSAVE Manukau and Bunnings Super Centre, 
who helped us host a sausage sizzle last week. 

We have raised over $6000 of the approx. $9000 needed to send the 
team to Tasmania, but we still need support with the last stretch! If 
you’d like to help us out, you can donate to our Givealittle page at 
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/phs-tournament-of-minds-2019 or 
donate directly to the school.  

We will also 
be hosting a 
sausage 
sizzle at the 
school on 
Friday, so 
students bring 
$2 if you want 
to help support 
us and get some 
tasty lunch at 
the same time!  

Richards Centre Update 
Experiencing work and study opportunities is a 
major focus for our senior students. Two 
students, Michael and Tangata, have attended 
an MIT course all year on Fridays for Primary 
Industries. They have really enjoyed being part 
of this and learning about gardening. Four 
students are attending a STAR course at MIT in 
Term 4 on Fridays, Hayley, Rebecca, Ben, and 
Nikhil. All these students as well as Serena, are 
now great at catching the bus and train to 
another work experience place, Altus, on 
Thursday mornings. They are learning valuable 
work skills there. Mr Bing looks after all these 
students.

Our students did very well in the Special 
Olympics inter-school basketball competition 
on 12th September. Our senior team came 2nd 
and the junior team came 4th. However, 
everyone played very well and were a credit to 
our school.  

Hayley Rydon gained 4th place in the female 
Intermediate level Skiing Championships at 
the 2019 Special Olympics National Winter 
Games which was held at Wanaka in 
September! We are all so proud of her for 
participating so well and her great 
achievement! 

Faithleen Tou competed in the Halberg Games 
in the holidays. She came 1st in shotput and 
her Team Auckland came 1st overall. She is a 
great sportsperson! 

Thanks to Panuku Development Auckland, our Level 3 
Photography students had the opportunity to participate in 
their own pop up exhibition displayed in Manukau Civic 
Square. The exhibition features 12 large scale photographs 
and will be on display until the end of October. 

On Wednesday 23 October there will be a 
Measles immunisation clinic at school for 
students aged 15 years and over. 

If you wish to have your son/daughter 
immunised for measles please contact the 
email nurse@papatoetoehigh.school.nz 

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/phs-tournament-of-minds-2019
mailto:nurse@papatoetoehigh.school.nz


Papatoetoe High School’s very first malaga (trip) to Samoa was nothing short of amazing! It was a history-making and life-changing opportunity for 
the students in the Level 2 and 3 Gagana Samoa classes. Each day of the trip had a planned event which kept the students engaged and excited for 
each day. Our programme included exchanges with high schools, travelling to Savaii and Manono Island, meeting the Head of State, performing at 
churches and schools, sightseeing, lots of swimming and LOADS of eating! It would be an understatement to say that this malaga has impacted the 
lives of the students and adults who attended it. The value of this trip for the students was so significant that it inspired the students to be more 
proud of their culture, to understand their true identity and represent their aiga (family) with honour and humility. A special thanks to Principal 
Vaughan Couillault & Board of Trustees Chairman Mr Paul Maguire for attending this trip and assisting with managing the students. The trip is 
definitely ‘one for the books’ and will be remembered by all travellers for the rest of our lives. Below are a few comments made from some of the 
students who travelled to Samoa in their reflective essays from the malaga.  

 “This malaga has helped me to grow more love and pride for my culture. Knowing the values and traditions are essential to being a Samoan student. 
This has helped me to know how to carry and represent it to help the culture grow in places where it’s needed the most” (Year 13 student) 

Another student wrote:  
“Visiting A’ana college changed my mindset on a lot of 
things about school. Seeing them being happy and 
grateful to be at school made me feel guilty because at 
times I take advantage of school and have days where I 
do not want to attend school. But these kids would do 
anything to attend school no matter how far the walking 
distance or how early they have to get up to catch the 
bus because they know that education is the only way to 
get a good job with good pay that will help their families 
especially living the hard life in the islands. I know now to 
be grateful that I am given the opportunity to even 
attend school because I know that a lot of kids in Samoa 
don’t have what I have and would do anything to trade 
positions” (Year 12 student) 

The malaga was a success and the students have come 
back changed and ready to influence those around them. 
There is no better reward for a teacher than to see 
students inspired to make changes in their lives based on 
learning experiences and opportunities that were offered 
through school. I wish all my students the very best in 
their final weeks of 2019.  (Mr Morisa) 


