
I would like to thank the board for their support with my recent sabbatical.  Such an award 
is designed to create space for a principal to reflect, research and revitalise…all of which I 
was able to do a great deal of.  I am extremely grateful for having had the chance to take 
up a sabbatical and am aware of the significant contributions that several others needed 
to make for things to keep rolling along. 

I am so grateful for the work that Rakesh Govind undertook as the acting principal, and the 
fact that he deliberately did not keep me regularly updated!  The opportunity this afforded 
for me to create a wee bit of distance has been fabulous.  Similarly, thanks to Barry 
Williams for his work as the acting associate principal and his subsequent support of 
Rakesh.  Ele Griffiths did a sterling job as acting deputy principal for terms 1 and two, 
likewise Sheela Lal as acting HoLA Digital Technology.  Such a team effort…thanks. 

It is with a great sadness that I have to inform you that Mahendra Parboo (Richards 
Centre) passed away in the holidays whilst in the Gold Coast.  We offer his family our 
heartfelt condolences. 

The staff and I are becoming increasingly concerned at the number of students who are 
arriving late to school each morning.  You are reminded that classes commence at 0845 
each day (Wednesday is the exception when classes start at 0955). 

It is extremely disruptive to student learning if they are starting each day 30 minutes 
behind.  We seek your support to help us create a solution to this issue.  You can access 
the KAMAR parent portal at any time to see if your child has been arriving late. 

During term 3 our Whaitake (Be Responsible, Be Respectful, Be a Learner) focus will be on 
Being a Learner.   

The behaviour expectation of Being a learner encompasses many things, but 
fundamentally we ask for your support in the following areas: 

 Ensuring your child attends school as much as possible.  Our school goal is at least 85% 
attendance. 

 Ensuring your child is on time to school, ie, is in the school grounds by 8:40am on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and by 9:50am on Wednesdays 

At Papatoetoe High School we want our students to have the best opportunity to be 
successful, and that starts with being at school as much as possible, and also being on time 
to school.  We would appreciate your assistance in discussing the importance of 
attendance and punctuality at home. 

As always, we really do appreciate your support. 

V R Couillault 
Principal    

In week 8 and 9 of this term (12–20 September) we will be holding our 
preliminary examinations.  Students in Y11-13 will only be required to 
attend school in times when they have examinations.  The remainder of the 
time, they are on study leave.  I encourage you to help ensure that there is a 
suitable environment for meaningful study to occur, and have a chat with 
your son/daughter with regard to what exams they have and when.  With 
regard to why preliminary exams are important, here are a few reasons: 

 The preliminary exam grade you achieve forms a significant part of the 
decision about a derived grade that you may be given, should you be 
unable to attend the final exams in term 4. 

 It’s a good way to prep for finals. Students get a good sense of what a 
final exam setting will be like. It can really help build their confidence for 
the high stakes environment that NCEA external exams present. 

 It helps to draw up realistic study timetables. The prelims will help them 
get an idea of how to manage their time. 

 Prelims help with the significant task of studying. Because the prelims 
and finals are so close to each other, students can get the bulk of their 
study work done. This takes the pressure off for the actual finals. They 
just need to revise and can be more relaxed during them. 

 Students can identify their weak points before they sit their final exams. 
This allows them to concentrate and put extra effort into these problem 
areas. It also helps the teachers to identify areas that may need extra 
attention for the whole class.. 

Application forms are now available from the school office and also on our 
website.   It is recommended that all in-zone enrolment applications for 
2020 be submitted as soon as possible.  There is no automatic right of entry 
for any student living outside the home zone.  This includes brothers/sisters 
of present or former students of the school currently living outside the 
school zone.  An out of zone application form must be completed and 
received at the school office by 4pm on Wednesday 4 September 2019.   

The recent election returned Nera Hicks, Anne Nicholas, and Paul Maguire 
to our board of trustees and we welcome  new members Tricia Borell and  
Jitu Patel.  At its first meeting as a new board, Mr Maguire was elected 
chairperson.     We thank our out-going trustees, Dawn Trenberth, Anita  
Keestra, Joy Rogers and Jason Gow, for their dedication and work during 
their incumbency.   



At the end of June a group of students 
went through the Tough Guy & Gal 
challenge. All were extremely well 
behaved and represented our school 
with pride. The course was 6km, and 
involved a hill climb with numerous 
obstacles through mud and water. 

We had four bands compete in this competition with three 
progressing to the Auckland Regional Final. November Falls (Y12 
Band) won the ‘NZ Music Commission Best Song Award’, Nicole 
Winter (Y11 from the band FIVE) won the ‘APRA Lyric Award’ and 
78District (Year 12/13) won first place in the Auckland Regional 
Final or SFTB and have secured a place at the National Final on 
Saturday 21 September. This is being held at the Vodafone 
Events Centre. We also have two other solo / duo’s eligible for 
this event – the remaining National Finalists will be announced in 
the next couple of weeks.  

Duet Skylah & Ozarius won first place in the Manukau Solo / Duo 
Final and duo Silika & Russell won the ‘ZM Peoples Choice 
Award’, with Silika winning the award for ‘Best Vocals’. Both duos 
have submitted a video of four original songs to the promoters 
and are awaiting the announcement of 2019 National Finalists.  

We also had two bands compete in this event with FIVE (Y11) 
progressing to the Manukau Regional Final.  

We are extremely proud to announce that four songs written 
and recorded by Papatoetoe High School Music students have 
been selected as finalists in the Play It Strange Lion Foundation 
National Songwriting Competition!! We entered 11 incredible 
songs this year, all of which were extremely high quality 
reflections of our students creativity and musicianship (and at 
times their innermost thoughts – which is a big deal to share 
when you are a teenager!).  

Each of these songs will now be recorded in a professional 
recording studio later this term, with the final result being 
released in digital format and available at https://
bandcamp.com/ early in term 4.   The four songs are: 

 ‘Better Times’  by Jaeda Matagi-Eruera  

 ‘Canvas’ by Silika Isaia, Gabby Faapuea & Russell Sega 

 ‘Let Me Breathe’ by Mayank Kumar, Rushil Kumar, Zae 
Savage-Simeki & David Su’a 

 ‘You Are Not Alone’ – Gloria Tuigamala 
Papatoetoe High School is also the joint runner-up in the The Play 
It Strange PWC School of the Year. The winner was Gisborne Girls 
High School with seven finalists – an amazing achievement!!  

We had a very successful Trees for Survival planting day 
on Friday 14 June with 32 students and 3 staff attending. 
A new  site was chosen by Auckland Council and on a 
beautiful sunny day we planted nearly 700 native trees 
on land at Orua Bay, Awhitu Peninsula.   PHS has had a 25 
year unbroken relationship with TFS and more than 
20,000 native trees have been planted during this time. 
We are proud of the efforts of many, past and present, 
students and teachers who have contributed to the 

programme.   
We look 
forward to 
many more 
fruitful years of 
association. 
Seven students 

met with Cynthia and Hana from Auckland Council’s 
Biodiversity team for a Stream Restoration workshop .   
Albert Nguyen, Nathaniel La, Kate Dinh, Azizah Abdul 
Rahim, Ruth Mulipola, Varshil Chandra and Nhu Pham 
discussed plans for continuing our stream restoration 
work begun in 2005.   

A large volume of rubbish and mothplant pods and vines 
were removed by an enthusiastic group of students 
during a stream clean on 28 June.  This event was 
arranged by Albert and Junior as part of their continued 
efforts towards their project for the Young Leaders 
Sustainability Programme that they were part of in the 
April holidays. 

Thanks to all working to make our school community 
more environmentally sustainable.     

A special mention to Mr Cleal and his construction 
classes who have been working hard at completing 

the picket fence, 
gazebo, raised 
platform and roof for 
the bees, compost 
bins and the 
foundation piles for 
the glasshouse in the 
environment area.  

Keep informed by visiting the 
calendar on our website. 

Click here 

Friday 9 August  
Arts & Culture photos 

Thursday 22 August 
Pukekohe Exchange 

Wed 28 & Thurs 29 August 
Music competition evenings 

Wednesday 4 September 
Out of zone enrolments close 

Thursday 12 September 
Prelim exams start 

Thursday 26 September  
Sports photos 

Friday 27 September  
Term 3 ends 

Monday 14 October 
Term 4 commences 

Thursday 24 October 
Sports Awards 

Monday 28 October 
Labour Day holiday 

Thursday 31 October   
Senior prizegivings 

Friday 1 November  
Senior assemblies 

Tuesday  5 November 
Graduation dinner 

Friday 8 November  
NCEA starts 

Tues 12-Fri 15 November 
Junior exams 

Thursday 5 December  
Junior prizegiving 

https://bandcamp.com/
https://bandcamp.com/
https://portal.papatoetoehigh.school.nz/index.php/calendar


Sports Office 
  278 4086 Mrs Bos ext 718 

  Mr Crossan ext 716 
https://www.facebook.com/papatoetoehighsports/ 

The winter sports season will conclude for a number of our sports 
teams over the next month.  We also have some teams who will 
start their seasons. such as the C and D grade badminton 
teams.  Table tennis also starts afresh this term and our curling 
teams continue to play until the end of term 3.  A number of teams 
are in contention to finish with top three placings which is pleasing 
news.  We encourage all students who are playing sport to ensure 
they remain fully committed for the rest of the season to allow  
the best opportunities to improve their sports ability and 
contribute to their team’s potential success.   

Sports Contracts/Fees:   Sports contracts for each team have been 
emailed out to parents/caregivers.  The sports contract contains 
important information regarding expectations of playing sport at 
Papatoetoe High and have the necessary details around training 
days/game days/transport and sports fees.  Please print off the 
sports contracts and return them to the sports office ASAP.  If you 
do not have access to a printer let the sports co-ordinators know 
and they will print the contract out for you.  Sports fees for winter 
teams are OVERDUE and need to be paid as soon as possible.  They are 
charged to help contribute to the operating costs of the sports programme. We 
do our best to keep these low but fees are set by the requirements of each 
competition.  Paying school sports fees is no different to paying a membership at a sports club. 
If you are unable to pay in full we do encourage regular part payments. Please ensure you have all sports 
fees up to date.   

Student Commitment: This year has seen a high number of teams having to default matches or withdraw 
from competitions.  The main reason for this is students who have originally said they would be in a sports 
team have pulled out or teams have had poor turnouts at trainings.  Being committed to a sports team is a 
valuable life lesson and we ask that all students stay involved with their team for the duration of the 
season.  We do understand that there are some uncontrollable factors that may limit a student’s sports 
participation.  We ask parents to ensure they are aware of their sons/daughters sporting activities and avoid 
scheduling any non- important appointments/events that will clash with trainings or games. 
Competition organisers can penalise teams who regularly default by not allowing the team to participate in 
future competitions.  They also still charge the school entry fees to be in a competition if we have to 
withdraw a team.   Having poor commitment to a sports team is unfair on the various staff and community 
members who give up their time to coach and manage our teams.  Please make their job is easier by 
regularly turning up to trainings and games.  Also please communicate with them if you are unavailable.  It is 
also unfair on fellow students who are wanting to be involved in a team and you are letting them down. 

Year 12 student Ashley Porter excels in the sport of Taekwondo. She attended the World Championships in 
April where she medalled.  She has continued on her form at the New Zealand Nationals, winning 3 golds in 
sparring, speciality, and power.  She also won a bronze medal in patterns.  This saw her win the best overall 
Black Belt Junior Female at the nationals. 

Results  
Badminton: Our A and B grades teams played in the Counties Manukau 
Secondary School Competition in term 2.  The B grade team continued the 
school’s strong showing over recent years and won the grade.   
Basketball: Our Junior Boys team are in the Championship section of the 
Counties Manukau Junior B competition. They have made a positive start 
beating Sancta Maria 42-31 in their first game back after the holidays. 
The U17 Boys team are in the Under 17B section and are currently on the top 
of table with 8 wins and 1 loss, including a 72-20 win over Strathallan and 64-
27 win against Sancta Maria Blue.  Our Open Boys team qualified for the 
Championship section of the highly competitive Counties Manukau A 
grade.  The team had two narrow seven point losses in their last two games 
against Manurewa High and Pukekohe High to finish 7th overall.   
Curling:   Four curling teams are competing in the Auckland Secondary 
School competition.  Team 3 is coming first equal in the Mixed section where 
they drew with Lynfield College 7 all.  Team 1 is coming second in their pool of 
the Girls section.  They won their latest game 13-6 against Long Bay College.   
Football: The Junior Boys team have topped their pool to qualify for the 

Championship round of the Counties Manukau Junior competition.  They were 
unbeaten scoring 34 goals in 6 matches and only conceding 2 goals.  This included a 3-0 

win against Al Madinah and an 8-0 win over Otahuhu College.  They won their first game of the 
Championship round 4-3 in an entertaining match against Sancta Maria.  Our 1st XI Boys team is 

leading the Auckland Senior A4 competition with 6 wins, 1 draw and 1 loss.  They had an important victory 
over Ormiston Senior College 3-0 which has put them at the top of the table.  Their latest results have been 
an 8-0 win over Onehunga High and a 7-0 win over Pinehurst.   
Hockey: In a competitive A/B grade, our 1st XI Girls Hockey team is currently 4th on the table.  Their latest 
game was a 5-1 win vs. Sancta Maria.  This a good building block for when the team travels to Stratford for 
winter tournament week in September.  The 1st XI Boys are a young team, currently second in the C grade 
plate with 3 wins and 2 draws.  Their latest result was a narrow 2-1 win against Aorere College.   
Netball:  We have 5 netball teams playing in the Counties Manukau Secondary School competition.   Our 
Year 9A team has impressed this year and is leading their section.  Their last three games have resulted in 
wins against Aorere College (19-14), Sir Edmund Hillary Collegiate (30-20) and Rosehill College (22-20).  The 
Senior A team have moved up to play in the Senior A Section 2 competition and are getting valuable 
experience playing against stronger opposition.  Our Premier team has qualified for the Senior A Section 1 
competition and is being tested with a small playing squad.  They have been competitive and have two more 
games left to try and finish in the top three. 
Rugby Union: The U14/15 team has made strong progress with 5 wins and 2 losses so far this 
season.  Highlights have included a 15-12 win against One Tree Hill College and beating Liston College 24-17 
who were undefeated at the time.  The team has four more games left and there is a good chance it will 
make the playoffs.  Prior to the holidays the 1st XV won a thriller against Marcellin College 28-26 after 
trailing 26-14 by scoring two late tries and kicking a conversion in the final play.  Their latest game was a 33-
10 win against Mount Albert Grammar 1C.    Congratulations to Tony Malamala (Year 12) who has made the 
Auckland South Under 16 training squad.   

https://www.facebook.com/papatoetoehighsports/

